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H
aving sewn up his third 
successive world title with 
six rounds to go, the gen-
eral opinion on the pad-

dock and among pundits is that Max 
Verstappen will get only better from 
here on.

While the Red Bull driver’s hap-
less rivals would not be happy with 
that view, it is certain Verstappen 
will not stop at winning three titles, 
especially having the fastest car at 
his disposal.

The Dutchman’s dominance has 
been such that he has put seven-
time champion Lewis Hamilton, 
not long ago his fi erce rival, chasing 
shadows on his underperforming 
Mercedes car.

While Verstappen’s fi rst title 
came under acrimonious circum-
stances on the last lap of the 2021 
season on a wild night in Abu Dhabi, 
his next two have been smooth sail-
ing. The 26-year-old won his sec-
ond title last year in Japan with four 
races to spare, and this time he has 
gone one better.

He has already won 13 races out 
of 16 this season and will start as 
outright favourite for today’s Qatar 
Grand Prix at the Lusail Interna-
tional Circuit, where he is in pole 
position.

With fi ve races to go after Qatar, 
Verstappen is on course to break his 
own record for most races won (15) in 
a single season, which he achieved in 
2022. Such has been his domination, 
he went on a record 10 successive 
victories in a single season between 
Miami in May to Monza in Septem-
ber.

After his second place fi nish in 
the sprint race yesterday took Ver-
stappen to his third title, he joined 
an elite club of Formula 1 drivers, 
namely Sir Jack Brabham, Sir Jackie 
Stewart, Niki Lauda, Nelson Piquet 
and Ayrton Senna.

Asked, meanwhile, whether he 
was already eyeing up future titles, 
Verstappen replied yesterday: “We’ll 
just see what happens. I’m enjoying 
the moment and hopefully of course 
we can keep this momentum going 
for a while.”

As he soaked in all the emotions, 

Verstappen later went on to admit 
that his latest title is the “best” of 
the lot. “This one is the best one,” 
Verstappen told the post-sprint 
press conference.

“I think the fi rst one was the most 
emotional one because that’s when 
your dreams are fulfi lled in F1, but 
this one defi nitely has been my 
best year [with] consecutive wins 
and stuff  like that. The car itself 
has probably been in the best shape 
as well, so for me this one is prob-

ably [what] I’m the most proud of 
in a way, because of consistency,” he 
added.

His boss at the Red Bull, Christian 
Horner, has no doubt his star driver 
– dubbed as “Super Max” – will 
dominate F1 in the years to come. 
“He’s the most competitive driver 
that I’ve ever met,” Horner said yes-
terday.

“I think the determination that he 
drives with, the passion, the heart, 
the commitment and of course 

there’s the abundance of skill that he 
has. He’s up there with the very best, 
some of the greatest the sport has 
seen. This season has just surpassed 
anything we’ve ever seen,” the Red 
Bull team principal added.

Horner singled out Verstappen’s 
self-confi dence to win from any po-
sition as his greatest attribute. “I just 
think the self-belief, there’s the self-
confi dence he has in himself, to go 

out and nail it, to go out and deliver,” 
the Brit said when asked about Ver-
stappen’s best trait. “He’s only 26, 
I think he’s still going to get better, 
he’s still going to evolve and I think 
he’s still going to grow as a driver.”

The son of Jos, a former journey-
man Formula One driver, and Bel-
gian world-class kart racer Sophie, 
Verstappen sped to multiple titles as 
a boy and almost won the F3 title at 

his fi rst attempt aged 15. Verstappen 
graduated to the F1 fast lane in 2015 
with Red Bull’s junior team, then 
known as Toro Rosso.

Aged just 17 years and 166 days, 
he was the youngest ever F1 driver 
in the sport at a time when he still 
had not passed his regular driving 
test. Eight years later and at the age 
of just 26, Verstappen is on course to 
be counted among greats.
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Dutchman equals 

record of winning title 

with six races to go

SPORT
GULF TIMES

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen celebrates winning his third world title yesterday. (AFP)

(From L-R) Formula One CEO Stefano Domenicali, Red Bull Racing’s 
Dutch driver Max Verstappen, McLaren’s Australian driver Oscar Piastri, 
and McLaren’s British driver Lando Norris pose for a picture after the 
sprint race yesterday, ahead of the Qatar Formula One Grand Prix at the 
Lusail International Circuit. (AFP)

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen (centre) celebrates his third world championship title with his crew at 
the Lusail International Circuit yesterday. (AFP)

Verstappen Verstappen 
joins triple joins triple 
champs, with champs, with 
more to comemore to come

VERSTAPPEN FACTFILE 

Date of birth: September 30, 1997
Place of birth: Hasselt, Belgium
Nationality: Dutch
Teams: Toro Rosso (2015-2016), 
Red Bull Racing (2016-present)
Car number: 1
Races: 180 (179 starts)
Wins: 48
Podiums: 92
Poles: 30
Fastest laps: 28
Points: 2,418
Debut: Australia 2015 (retired on lap 32)
First victory: Spain 2016
Last victory: Japan 2023
World championship record: 1st (2023), 1st (2022), 1st (2021), 3rd 
(2019, 2020), 4th (2018), 5th (2016), 6th (2017), 12th (2015)
Miscellaneous records:
Youngest driver to start an F1 GP: 17 years, 166 days, Australia 2015
Youngest driver to score points: 17 years, 180 days, Malaysia 2015
Youngest driver to win a race: 18 years, 228 days, Spain 2016
Youngest driver to make the podium: 18 years, 228 days, Spain 2016
Number of wins in one season: 15 (2022)
Number of consecutive wins: 10 (2023)
Most podium finishes in one season: 18 (2021)
Most points in a season: 454 (2022)
First Dutch driver to become world champion

Bahrain statement - Verstappen made an ominous 
statement of intent, dominating at Sakhir in early 
March for his maiden season opening win at the 10th 
attempt. He led from pole to flag, barring pitstops, 
with Red Bull teammate Sergio Perez 12sec behind. 
“They have this championship sewn up” muttered 
Mercedes’ George Russell, prophetically.

Miami maestro - Verstappen had to work hard for his 
third win of the season starting from ninth on the grid 
after a poor qualifying. But that wasn’t going to stop 
the driver at the top of his game behind the wheel of 
the redoubtable Red Bull and he powered through 
the field, taking just 15 laps to move into second, and 
the outright lead on lap 48, for a fourth 1-2 for his 
team.

Belgium grit - Verstappen brushed aside starting 
sixth after a grid penalty to put in a masterful display 
at Spa-Francorchamps. In a league of his own he 
finished a country mile - 22.305 seconds to be precise 
- clear of Perez. He felt so relaxed and confident he 
playfully bickered over the team radio with his engi-
neer about tyre degradation and making a pit-stop to 
give the mechanics extra practice. His beaten rivals 
resorted to humour to sum up his supremacy. “He is 
having a smoke and a pancake,” observed seven-
time champion Lewis Hamilton referring to the 2002 
Austin Powers film Goldmember.

Monza magic - Not even Ferrari’s vociferous tifosi 
could silence Verstappen who, not for the first time, 
rewrote Formula One history with an unparalled 
10th successive win after equalling Sebastian Vettel’s 
record of nine set in 2013 at Zandvoort in front of his 
home fans the weekend before. Pipped for pole at 
Monza by Carlos Sainz’s Ferrari, Verstappen took his 
accustomed place at the head of the field by lap 15 to 
beat Perez with Sainz third.

Japan ‘rocket ship’ - Verstappen arrived at Suzuka 
after a rare blip in Singapore the previous weekend 
focused on resuming business as usual. From Friday’s 
practice it was plain nothing was going to stop him 

securing win number 13 for the season and the 
constructors championship for Red Bull. A superb 
qualifying session put him on pole, and he translated 
that into a win and the fastest lap with another flaw-
less drive aided by the car he hailed as “a rocket ship”. 
With his closest challenger and teammate Sergio 
Perez winding up with a DNF he left Japan stretching 
his lead to 177 points, one of the Dutchman’s hands 
firmly on the title. One footnote for F1 statisticians 
- this was his 13th consecutive win from pole, surpass-
ing Michael Schumacher’s record. And he joined 
Schumacher and Sebastian Vettel, the only other driv-
ers to win 13 races in one season, to put him within 
striking distance of bettering his own benchmark of 
15 wins in 2022.
 (AFP)
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VERSTAPPEN’S FIVE KEY RACES IN THIRD WORLD TITLE SEASON



DPA
DOHA

RED Bull’s Max Verstappen 
clinched a third straight For-
mula One world title in record-
equalling time in a turbulent 
sprint race at the Qatar Grand 
Prix on Saturday which he fin-
ished second behind McLaren 
winner Oscar Piastri.

Verstappen was assured of 
the title when his only remain-
ing rival, team-mate Sergio 
Perez, crashed out in a three-car 
incident in the 11th of 19 laps on 
the floodlit 5.418-kilometres Lu-
sail International Circuit.

That clinched matters a few 
minutes before he would have 
been world champion anyway 
as only sixth place was needed 
for the title.

Rookie Piastri celebrated 
his biggest career success with 
victory from pole ahead of Ver-
stappen and Lando Norris in 
the second McLaren.

The race featured three safe-
ty car phases and saw Mercedes’ 
George Russell and the Ferrari 
duo of Carlos Sainz and Charles 
Leclerc pay the price for using 
soft tyres which were quicker 
but did not last as long as the 
mediums the others had fitted.

Dutchman Verstappen, 26, 
has completely dominated the 
season by winning 13 of the 16 
grands prix - including an F1 
record 10 in a row - and two of 
four sprints.

He clinched the title ahead 
of Sunday’s Qatar GP, which he 
will start from pole, and the re-
maining five race weekends of 
the season, matching Michael 
Schumacher who also clinched 
the title with six GPs to spare in 
2002.

“Of course it’s a fantastic 
feeling. It’s been an incredible 
year, lots of great races and 
I feel super proud and super 
proud of the job of the team,” 
Verstappen said.

“It’s been so enjoyable to be 
part of that group of people and 
to be three time world champi-
on is just incredible.

“Today was quite an excit-
ing race, it was a bit of a shame 
with the safety cars but overall 
it was fun out there.” 

Red Bull team principal 
Christian Horner told Sky TV 
that Verstappen is “the most 
competitive driver that I’ve 

ever met. He’s up there with 
the very, very best.

“The way he has driven this 
year has just been out of this 
world. Everything he has done 
this year has been just phe-
nomenal.” 

Verstappen is the fifth driv-
er in the sport’s 73-year his-
tory to win three titles in a row. 
He joins Juan Manuel Fan-
gio (four straight 1954-1957), 
Schumacher (five 2000-2004), 
Sebastian Vettel (four 2010-
2013) and Lewis Hamilton 
(four 2017-2020).

In all, he is the 11th driver 

to win at least three drivers’ 
titles, others include Ayrton 
Senna and Alain Prost.

Verstappen won his first ti-
tle under controversial circum-
stances against Hamilton at the 
2021 season-ender in Abu Dhabi.

But he ran away with the 
2022 trophy and has been as 
dominant this season for Red 
Bull, who clinched back-to-
back constructors’ titles two 
weeks ago in Japan, winning 15 
of the 16 races to date and three 
of the four sprints.

“This season has just sur-
passed anything we have ever 

seen. We did a lot of winning 
with Sebastian [Vettel] but this 
has taken it to another level - 
and he’s still just 26. I think he’s 
still going to get better,” Horner 
said, referring to four drivers’ 
titles from Vettel and four con-
structors’ titles 2010-2013.

With 13 GP wins already, 
Vettel can better his own re-
cord of 15 wins in one season 
in the remaining six races. Ver-
stappen has two more podiums 
with fifth last month in Singa-
pore his only slip-up.

Piastri won a turbulent 
start while Verstappen and 

Norris got off badly, with Rus-
sell shooting from fourth to 
second and the Ferraris also 
getting past the two.

The safety car came out af-
ter Liam Lawson’s Alpha Tauri 
rode out and got stuck in the 
gravel, and returned for a sec-
ond time in lap four after Wil-
liams driver Logan Sargeant 
also went out.

In-between, Russell 
stormed into the lead past Pi-
astri and then handily won the 
second restart but the joy was 
short-lived as he swiftly lost the 
lead to Piastri while Verstap-
pen got past the two Ferraris 
into third.

A three-car incident caused 
by a spin of Esteban Ocon end-
ed the race of the Alpine driver, 
Nico Hülkenberg of Haas and 
Perez which decided the cham-
pionship and brought out the 
safety car again for a third time.

Piastri kept the lead for 
the final five laps while Russell 
dropped from second to fourth 
on the softs, with team-mate 
Lewis Hamilton behind in fifth, 
up from 11th.

“First sprint win sounds 
pretty cool,” Piastri said.

“It was a very stressful race. 
When I saw all the soft [tyre] 
guys come through at the start I 
thought we were in a bit of trou-
ble. But their tyres fell of pretty 
quickly, so that was good.

“The safety cars were my 
friend today once Max got be-
hind me but the pace was rea-
sonable and in the race where 
you had to manage a lot, the 
tyres, cars on other com-
pounds, we did a good job.”

Verstappen clinches 3rd straight F1 world title 
at Lusail Int’l Circuit, says ‘incredible season’

Piastri wins Sprint; 
Lawson, Sargeant, 

Perez and Ocon 
crash out;  

Sprint Shootout 
delayed after safety 
concerns over tyres;  

Verstappen starts  
on pole for Sunday’s 

Grand Prix race

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen steps out of his car after the sprint race ahead of the Formula 1 Qatar Airways Qatar Grand Prix at 
the Lusail International Circuit on Saturday. (AFP)

F1 teams praise LIC’s fast track, top-class paddock and facilities
VINAY NAYUDU

LUSAIL

MUCH like it did in 2021 host-
ing Qatar’s first Formula One 
race, the Lusail International 
Circuit (LIC) has come in for 
a lot of praise from all corners. 
Majorly renovated, except for 
the track, LIC sports a snazzy 
look and provides for great 
comfort from drivers to racing 
teams to spectators and the 
media alike.

From the drivers to sports 
presenters have all been rav-
ing about the dynamic changes 
that have been effected at LIC.  
“It’s wonderful to be here. 
The job they have done with 
this paddock is astonish-
ing. It has just raised the bar 
for Formula One for what is 
achievable,”exclaimed Will 
Buxton, British presenter and 

reporter, while going live for 
F1 Weekend Review of the For-
mula 1 Qatar Airways Qatar 
Grand Prix.

“The only one thing that 
remains here from the last For-
mula 1 race here is the same 
and even that has been resur-
faced. But all of this was de-
molished and has been rebuilt 
in the last 7 months,” he added.

Lawrence Barreto, F1 Cor-
respondent and Presenter, 
waxed more eloquent saying, 
“They have such massive spac-
es to host the guests. Such nice 
vibes out here, you can see the 
drivers sitting out on the ter-
races. They all, their teams are 
having a great time.”

Presenter Laura Winter, said, 
“It’s stunning, the LED screen 
displays with team names. Clear-
ly above class that we have seen 
at the paddocks throughout the 

year anywhere. Truly taking it up 
another notch.”

McLaren’s Oscar Piastri, 
who won the sprint, speaking 
about the latest track changes, 
prior to winning the shootout, 

said: “It changed it a bit, also 
because it’s a painted kerb it’s 
impossible to know where it 
is, we can’t see it, so it makes 
things a bit more difficult but 
obviously it’s the same for eve-

ryone so very pleased. I strug-
gled quite a bit in the first two 
parts of qualifying but then got 
my act together a bit more for 
the last one, so very happy and 
great work from the team.”

Lewis Hamilton, who failed 
to make it through to the sprint 
pole shootout after succumb-
ing to those pesky track limits 
in SQ2, said of the track: “It 
was a lot different to yester-
day (Friday). Yesterday it felt 
pretty decent then today, I 
don’t know whether it’s the 
wind or the temperature, just 
the balance was completely off.  
“And track limits, yeah. had 
it mostly Turn 13, with the 
changes that they made, but it’s 
alright.”

Earlier on Friday, Former F 
1 driver Romain Grosjean had 
termed the new-look LIC as 
“amazing” saying Qatar becom-

ing a part of annual F1 calendar 
for the next ten years is “good 
news” for fans. 

 “I never came here before, 
so it’s my first time, but it’s 
a very impressive infrastruc-
ture,” the 37-year-old French-
man, who featured in nine F1 
seasons with several teams 
including Haas before a crash 
in 2020 ended his run in the 
sport, stated. 

About the LIC race track, he 
said, “I haven’t driven it, so it’s 
difficult to judge for sure, but it 
looks fun. It looks very fast.”

On Qatar’s ten year deal 
with F1 to host the Grand Prix, 
Grosjean said, “It is very good 
news. There’s such a warm wel-
come here in Qatar right from 
the  airport. Their hospitality 
is great. We see all the driv-
ers and all the communication 
around it, it’s good.”
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(From L-R) Formula One CEO Stefano Domenicali, Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen, McLaren’s 
Australian driver Oscar Piastri, McLaren’s British driver Lando Norris and FIA President Mohammed Ben Su-
layem pose for a picture after the sprint race ahead of the Formula 1 Qatar Airways Qatar Grand Prix at the 
Lusail International Circuit on Saturday. (AFP)

1950 Giuseppe Farina (ITA) Alfa Romeo 
1951 Juan Manuel Fangio (ARG) Alfa Romeo 
1952 Alberto Ascari (ITA) Ferrari 
1953 Alberto Ascari (ITA) Ferrari 
1954 Juan Manuel Fangio (ARG) Maserati, Mercedes 
1955 Juan Manuel Fangio (ARG) Mercedes 
1956 Juan Manuel Fangio (ARG) Ferrari 
1957 Juan Manuel Fangio (ARG) Maserati 
1958 Mike Hawthorn (ENG) Ferrari 
1959 Jack Brabham (AUS) Cooper 
1960 Jack Brabham (AUS) Cooper 
1961 Phil Hill (USA) Ferrari 
1962 Graham Hill (ENG) BRM 
1963 Jim Clark (SCO) Lotus 
1964 John Surtees (ENG) Ferrari 
1965 Jim Clark (SCO) Lotus 
1966 Jack Brabham (AUS) Brabham 
1967 Denis Hulme (NZL) Brabham 
1968 Graham Hill (ENG) Lotus 
1969 Jackie Stewart (SCO) Matra 
1970 Jochen Rindt (AUS) Lotus 
1971 Jackie Stewart (SCO) Tyrrell 
1972 Emerson Fittipaldi (BRA) Lotus 
1973 Jackie Stewart (SCO) Tyrrell 
1974 Emerson Fittipaldi (BRA) McLaren 
1975 Niki Lauda (AUT) Ferrari 
1976 James Hunt (ENG) McLaren 
1977 Niki Lauda (AUT) Ferrari 
1978 Mario Andretti (USA) Lotus 
1979 Jody Scheckter (RSA) Ferrari 
1980 Alan Jones (AUS) Williams 
1981 Nelson Piquet (BRA) Brabham 
1982 Keke Rosberg (FIN) Williams 
1983 Nelson Piquet (BRA) Brabham 
1984 Niki Lauda (AUT) McLaren 
1985 Alain Prost (FRA) McLaren 
1986 Alain Prost (FRA) McLaren 
1987 Nelson Piquet (BRA) Williams 
1988 Ayrton Senna (BRA) McLaren 
1989 Alain Prost (FRA) McLaren 
1990 Ayrton Senna (BRA) McLaren 
1991 Ayrton Senna (BRA) McLaren 
1992 Nigel Mansell (ENG) Williams 
1993 Alain Prost (FRA) Williams 
1994 Michael Schumacher (GER) Benetton 
1995 Michael Schumacher (GER) Benetton 
1996 Damon Hill (ENG) Williams 
1997 Jacques Villeneuve (CAN) Williams 
1998 Mika Hakkinen (FIN) McLaren 
1999 Mika Hakkinen (FIN) McLaren 
2000 Michael Schumacher (GER) Ferrari 
2001 Michael Schumacher (GER) Ferrari 
2002 Michael Schumacher (GER) Ferrari 
2003 Michael Schumacher (GER) Ferrari 
2004 Michael Schumacher (GER) Ferrari 
2005 Fernando Alonso (ESP) Renault 
2006 Fernando Alonso (ESP) Renault 
2007 Kimi Raikkonen (FIN) Ferrari 
2008 Lewis Hamilton (GBR) McLaren 
2009 Jenson Button (GBR) Brawn 
2010 Sebastian Vettel (GER) Red Bull 
2011 Sebastian Vettel (GER) Red Bull 
2012 Sebastian Vettel (GER) Red Bull 
2013 Sebastian Vettel (GER) Red Bull 
2014 Lewis Hamilton (GBR) Mercedes 
2015 Lewis Hamilton (GBR) Mercedes 
2016 Nico Rosberg (GER) Mercedes 
2017 Lewis Hamilton (GBR) Mercedes 
2018 Lewis Hamilton (GBR) Mercedes 
2019 Lewis Hamilton (GBR) Mercedes 
2020 Lewis Hamilton (GBR) Mercedes 
2021 Max Verstappen (NED) Red Bull 
2022 Max Verstappen (NED) Red Bull 
2023 Max Verstappen (NED) Red Bull

F1 Champions

Of course it’s a fantastic 
feeling. It’s been an 
incredible year, lots of 
great races and I feel 
super proud and super 
proud of the job of the 
team.
Max Verstappen of  
Red Bull Racing team

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen (C) celebrates his third 
world championship with his team after the sprint race at the Lusail 
International Circuit on Saturday. (AFP)



FAWAD HUSSAIN 
THE PENINSULA  

Max Verstappen made 
the historic sprint at 
the Lusail Interna-

tional Circuit (LIC) memorable. 
The Red Bull star sealed his 

third consecutive drivers’ world 
title after finishing runner-up 
in the Formula 1 Qatar Airways 
Qatar Grand Prix sprint – the 
first-ever sprint to take place 
in the Middle East. 

The 26-year-old’s triumph 
in a “consistently dominant” 
season overshadowed a 
maiden victory for McLaren 
rookie Oscar Piastri, who won 
the 19-lap race with a time of 
35:01.297secs. 

“Unbelievable. Guys, I don’t 
know what to say. It’s been a 
pleasure so far this year,” Ver-
stappen told his teammates on 
radio shortly after he finished 
the race, 1.871secs off Piastri.

The Dutchman then stood 
atop his car raising three fingers 
for his three world crowns 
before he was mobbed by his 
team members to celebrate a 
remarkable victory. 

Verstappen has relished a 
phenomenal 22-race season, 
winning 13 out of 16 races that 
include his spell of 10 straight 
wins, an all-time Formula 1 
record. 

“A fantastic feeling, it’s been 
an incredible year. I feel super 
proud, but super proud of the 
job of the team. We’ll keep on 
pushing but of course I’m 
incredibly happy at the 
moment,” said the Dutchman. 

“This title is my best of the 
three titles. The first one was 
emotional but my performance 
has been the best this season. I 
want to keep this momentum 
going,” said Verstappen, who 
will start today’s Qatar Grand 
Prix from pole position having 
an unassailable 184-point lead. 

Needing only a sixth place 
finish yesterday, Verstappen 
was deemed to have sealed the 
title even before the end of the 
sprint as his teammate Sergio 
Perez, the only driver with a 

chance to catch him in the title 
race, crashed out after being 
struck by Esteban Ocon’s 
Alpine.

With his third world title, 

the Dutchman joined an elite 
club of three-time champions 

including Jack Brabham, Niki 
Lauda, Nelson Piquet, Ayrton 
Senna and Jackie Stewart. The 
third straight title also brought 
him alongside Juan-Manuel 

Fangio, Schumacher, Sebastian 
Vettel and Lewis Hamilton.

“It’s been by far the most 
dominant so it’s come as no 
surprise but to see Max join 
some of the great names he 
spoke about earlier he’s in that 
bracket now. The way he’s 
driven this year has been out 
of this world and I think you 
have to take a moment to 
reflect and be in the moment 
and everything he’s done this 
year is phenomenal,” said Red 
Bull boss Christian Horner. 

“That’s his make-up and I 
think he’s the most competitive 
driver that I’ve ever met, the 
determination that he drives 

with, the passion, the heart, the 
commitment and of course, the 
abundance of skill that he has. 
He’s up there with the very very 
best, some of the greatest the 
sport has seen and I think this 
season has just surpassed any-
thing we’ve seen,” he added. 

Meanwhile, yesterday’s 
sprint day was outstanding for 
McLaren as Lando Norris 
claimed third position in the 
sprint with Piastri being the 
winner after the pair had 
secured a team 1-2 in the sprint 
shootout  ahead of 
Verstappen. 

“It was a very stressful race, 
when all the soft guys came 
through at the beginning I 
thought we were in trouble, but 
then they fell away pretty 
quickly. I think we did a very 
good job. First Sprint win 
sounds pretty cool,” said the 
22-year-old Piastri. 

Norris said: “First of all con-
grats to Oscar, and congrats to 
Max. First win, before mine, so 
well done. It was a tough fight, 
not the best of beginnings but 
a good ending. I’ve been trying 
[to win] for a long time, but 
Oscar has done a better job, so 
hats off to him.”

Mercedes teammates 
George Russell and Lewis 
Hamilton claimed fourth and 
fifth positions respectively 
ahead of Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz 
and Charles Leclerc. Alex 
Albon of Williams finished on 
eighth position while two-
time champion Fernando 
Alsono ended on ninth 
position followed by Alpine’s 
Pierre Gasly. 

Meanwhile, festivities con-
tinued on the sidelines of the 
action-packed day as fans took 
part in many activities for a 
second consecutive day. Football 
legends David Beckham and 
Ronaldinho were present among 
the spectators to attend the 

action. The day culminated 
with a breathtaking per-
formance from superstar 
Alesso. Global megastar 
Bruno Mars is set to dazzle 
fans after today’s Grand Prix.
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Bull boss Christian Horner. 
“That’s his make-up and I 

think he’s the most competitive 
driver that I’ve ever mememememm ttt,t, tt t thehhehhe  
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SPORT
PREMIER LEAGUE: LUTON TOWN 0-1 TOTTENHAM, BURNLEY 1-4 CHELSEA, EVERTON 3-0 BOURNEMOUTH, FULHAM 3-1 SHEFFIELD, MAN UNITED 2-1 BRENTFORDSUNDAY 8 OCTOBER 2023 16

This title is my best of the 
three titles. The first one was 

emotional but my 
performance has been the 
best this season. I want to 

keep this momentum going.
Max Verstappen

MAX VERSTAPPEN
Date of birth: September 30, 1997
Place of birth: Hasselt, Belgium
Nationality: Dutch
Teams: Toro Rosso (2015-2016), Red Bull 

Racing (2016-present)
Car number: 1
Races: 180 (179 starts)
Wins: 48 Podiums: 92 Poles: 30
Fastest laps: 28 Points: 2,418
Debut: Australia 2015 (retired on lap 32)
First victory: Spain 2016
World championship record: 1st 

(2023), 1st (2022), 1st (2021), 3rd (2019, 
2020), 4th (2018), 5th (2016), 6th (2017), 
12th (2015)

Miscellaneous records:
Youngest driver to start an F1 GP: 17 years, 

166 days, Australia 2015
Youngest driver to score points: 17 years, 

180 days, Malaysia 2015
Youngest driver to win a race: 18 years, 

228 days, Spain 2016
Youngest driver to make the podium: 18 

years, 228 days, Spain 2016
First Dutch driver to become world 
champion

RECENT FORMULA 1 WORLD CHAMPIONS

2023: Max Verstappen (NED) Red Bull
2022: Max Verstappen (NED) Red Bull
2021: Max Verstappen (NED) Red Bull
2020 Lewis Hamilton (GBR) Mercedes
2019 Lewis Hamilton (GBR) Mercedes
2018 Lewis Hamilton (GBR) Mercedes
2017 Lewis Hamilton (GBR) Mercedes
2016 Nico Rosberg (GER) Mercedes
2015 Lewis Hamilton (GBR) Mercedes
2014 Lewis Hamilton (GBR) Mercedes
2013 Sebastian Vettel (GER) Red Bull
2012 Sebastian Vettel (GER) Red Bull
2011 Sebastian Vettel (GER) Red Bull
2010 Sebastian Vettel (GER) Red Bull
2009 Jenson Button (GBR) Brawn
2008 Lewis Hamilton (GBR) McLaren
2007 Kimi Raikkonen (FIN) Ferrari
2006 Fernando Alonso (ESP) Renault
2005 Fernando Alonso (ESP) Renault

Max Verstappen (centra) celebrates with 
his Red Bull Racing team members after 
winning his third world championship. AFP

Verstappen claims third straight world 
title in historic sprint at Lusail Circuit

FORMULA 1 QATAR AIRWAYS QATAR GRAND PRIX 2023 - SPRINT
POS DRIVER CAR LAPS TIME PTS
1 Oscar Piastri Mclaren Mercedes 19 35:01.297 8
2 Max Verstappen Red Bull Racing Honda RBPT 19 +1.871S 7
3 Lando Norris Mclaren Mercedes 19 +8.497S 6
4 George Russell Mercedes 19 +11.036S 5
5 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 19 +17.314S 4
6 Carlos Sainz Ferrari 19 +18.806S 3
7 Charles Leclerc Ferrari 19 +19.860S 2
8 Alexander Albon Williams Mercedes 19 +19.864S 1
9 Fernando Alonso Aston Martin Aramco Mercedes 19 +21.180S 0
10 Pierre Gasly Alpine Renault 19 +21.742S 0
11 Valtteri Bottas Alfa Romeo Ferrari 19 +22.208S 0
12 Yuki Tsunoda Alphatauri Honda RBPT 19 +22.863S 0
13 Lance Stroll Aston Martin Aramco Mercedes 19 +24.523S 0
14 Kevin Magnussen Haas Ferrari 19 +24.970S 0
15 Zhou Guanyu Alfa Romeo Ferrari 19 +26.868s 0

2023 DRIVER STANDINGS
POS DRIVER CAR PTS
1 Max Verstappen Red Bull Racing Honda Rbpt 407
2 Sergio Perez Red Bull Racing Honda Rbpt 223
3 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 194
4 Fernando Alonso Aston Martin Aramco Mercedes 174
5 Carlos Sainz Ferrari 153
6 Charles Leclerc Ferrari 137
7 Lando Norris Mclaren Mercedes 121
8 George Russell Mercedes 120
9 Oscar Piastri Mclaren Mercedes 65
10 Lance Stroll Aston Martin Aramco Mercedes 47

Red Bull Racing’s Max 
Verstappen celebrates after 
winning his third world title 
after the sprint race ahead 

of the Formula 1 Qatar 
Airways Qatar Grand Prix 
at the Lusail International 

Circuit, yesterday. AFP

FROM LEFT: Formula One CEO Stefano Domenicali, Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen, McLaren’s 
Australian driver Oscar Piastri, McLaren’s British driver Lando Norris and FIA President Mohammed Ben 
Sulayem pose for a photograph after the sprint race at the Lusail International Circuit. AFP
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